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How do librarians explain the fact that 
titles go out-of-print?
We really don’t have any easy answers from 
either a collection development or an informa-
tion literacy standpoint.  What we do know 
is that publishing is a business that depends 
upon supply and demand.  Libraries alone as 
customers cannot generate enough demand 
to keep titles from becoming out-of-print.  In 
addition, competition from the Internet (Aren’t 
most literary classics reproduced in some ver-
sion or other?) and streamlining publications 
(How many versions of Romeo and Juliet really 
need to be published yearly?) contribute to the 
growing out-of-print status.  We know: things 
are upgraded and replaced with new features 
that often make obsolete all previous editions. 
Students are used to things being replaced and 
naturally updated.  Whether we’re discussing 
iPods, phones, computers, or even library 
resources, the philosophy of dates in the Infor-
mation Age dictates that the current is king and 
will continue to be so.  In an age of live streams, 
blogs, and tweets, an older publication date 
almost instantly eradicates a source’s worth. 
As mentioned before, how do we impart that 
there is still value in out-of-print books? 
Some last thoughts about Out-of-Print 
resources?
It seems today that out-of-print is a dated 
concept.  When resources are not available or 
easy to locate, then students and even instruc-
tors suggest turning to other sources — the 
thought of asking the collection development 
librarian to purchase an out-of-print item 
rarely, if ever, comes up.  Locating out-of-
print resources is really not an issue anymore 
— at least not at our university.  In the class-
room, students want access immediately; and 
the mentality is that, if it were important, it 
wouldn’t be out-of-print.  This reasoning has 
some logic behind it, right?  Rarely are there 
requests for out-of-print materials; and if the 
event ever arises, collection development has 
to question whether using funds to obtain these 
resources is a better use than purchasing newer 
materials.
As more companies, such as Google Books, 
produce items on demand and book sellers, 
such as Barnes & noble, venture into the 
used and out-of-print market, libraries now 
have easy access to and sources for acquiring 
hard-to-find items.  But, how much of our time 
and money will be spent in this pursuit?  We 
believe that each library will have to answer 
that question for itself.  Demands of faculty 
researchers, doctoral students, and classroom 
instructors will all fac-
tor into that decision. 
In an age when disap-
pearing shelves reveal 
a diminishing physical 
collection, libraries are 
transforming themselves 
into a world of virtual re-
sources, accessible any-
where and anytime.  
Does out-of-Print Mean ...
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Buying Out-of-Print Books on the 
Internet, Where the Old is New Again
by Jane Brodsky fitzpatrick  (Assistant Professor, Acquisitions & Collection 
Development Librarian, Mina Rees Library, The Graduate Center (CUNY)  
New York City, NY  10016;  Phone:  212-817-7056)  < jfitzpatrick@gc.cuny.edu>
I work at the Mina Rees library of the City university of new York (CunY), the Graduate Center, in the heart of 
Manhattan.  The Graduate Center is the PhD 
granting campus of CunY.  The students are 
required to do extensive reading in their dis-
ciplines, which often entails finding older and 
out-of-print titles. 
Despite the research level of classes, the 
Mina Rees library is not a research level 
library; nor was it ever meant to be one.  When 
the Graduate Center was founded in 1961, it 






ing a premier 
research institu-
tion so close by 
meant it was un-
necessary even 
to try to duplicate its rich and deep resources. 
In 1999 the Graduate Center relocated to 
Fifth Avenue at 34th street, still only blocks 
away from nYPl.  The southeast corner of the 
same building that now houses the Graduate 
Center is where new York Public’s Sci-
ence Industry and Business branch (SIBl) 
(http://www.nypl.org/research/sibl/) is located; 
so again, proximity belies the need for Mina 
Rees to attempt, with limited tax levy money, 
to be a research level library.  Of these two 
branches, only SIBl has a circulating col-
lection.  However, there are many resources, 
online and in print, available to our students 
and faculty at nYPl.
The collection at the Mina Rees library 
is built on the reserve requests of professors 
at the Graduate Center.  As clearly stated in 
our collection policy: “Course reserves and 
departmental reading exam lists are the primary 
determinants for Library purchases.  Additional 
desiderata lists are compiled by selectors in 
Acquisitions & Continuing Resources Librarian, The University of Scranton 
Weinberg Memorial Library, Scranton, PA  18510 
Phone:  (570) 941-7811  •  Fax:  (570) 941-7809 
<tafurin1@scranton.edu>
Born & Lived:  Born:  Staten Island, NY.  Lived:  Staten Island, NY and Fleetville, 
PA.
earLy Life:  Worked in NYC until we decided to leave the “rat race” and move 
to the country.
famiLy:  Husband – Peter, a self-employed used/out-of-print bookseller, organic 
farmer and now author!
edUCation:   MA – new york University, Anthropology/Archaeology.  MLS 
– SUny albany.
firSt JoB:   Administrative Assistant, the Saitama Bank, Ltd. in Manhattan.
ProfeSSionaL Career and aCtivitieS:  Acquisitions Librarian at the Uni-
versity of Scranton since 1994; prior to that was the Library Director at Keystone 
Junior College (now Keystone College).
in my SPare time i LiKe to:  Do therapy work with my dog, Bella.  We go to 
local libraries, nursing homes, assisted living facilities and schools to provide 
emotional support for individuals.
PHiLoSoPHy:  To get something you never had, you have to do something you 
never did.
HoW/WHere do i See tHe indUStry in five yearS:  I would never have 
dreamed when I started my career how much the nature of information and librar-
ies would change.  I don’t think that I can anticipate all of the ways technology 
will change what we do in the future.  As librarians we need to ride the wave, or 
we will be pummeled by it.  
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